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A Study of Acoustic Characteristics of the Vocal Tract by
3-D Finite Element Method:
Influences of the Branches and the Lips of the Vocal Tract
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Abstract

To investigate influences of the protrusion of the lips and the short branches of the
pyriform fossa and the valleculla, acoustic characteristics of three-dimensional geometrical
vocal tract models were simulated by finite element method. The vocal tract transfer
functions of an original vocal tract geometrical model and simplified models, which were
constructed without the lips and/or the branches, are computed. The original model was
made for Japanese vowel /a/ based on MRI data. The results showed that the branches
and omission of the branches contribute to the appearance of zeros and/or peaks of the
vocal tract transfer functions, and the lips have little influence on the acoustic characteris-
tics above the third formant frequency. It is also suggested that the lips and the branches

affect independently to the shifts of the first 3 formant frequencies.

Key words : Finite element method, three-dimensional vocal tract geometrical model, vocal

tract transfer function, protrusion of the lips, the pyriform fossa, the valleculla

1. 3L ®IC

3R ERET N % F W72 BB VB LR O FEREIC 5 2 2 B/
AP ThI T3 [1-6], ZNLDWRTIE, FEA—HFNDAENRE Lz, 5\
BINTRET AP LN T2, AR TIIOEIEM L 2 &0 72 HARGERE/a/ic i
%5 3RUFEBRET NV E R ER CERILT 56 2 & 2 LicER L, ARERS: (FEM) 12 &
DN ETNVHOFERHMEN L 2L —2 a2 T RREBET L. ZOETNLEL) V)
W BTNELT, ANVIF N BTN LO0BHMNRHL, H5VIFHEE L THRRES
BRIHE R S L 2B TVEMERL, FABRICY 22 v — a3 v 2179, FEEEEEL KA
)OI BETNOGERME L O EITH 2 & T, DBERDREE L R0 EEREIC S 2
LHBERFND, 3KRTUEBBERET IVERD72ONERET— 5 & LT, WABME1EEHH
AFEREE /a/ % 37 L 728> MRLIC & 1) 8% S U2 R ITHETEHS 2 FUR 9 5, Sk M E 2
LHZZIC L VI N 12 oFEEwEMH [7,8] #3 L2 NURBS modeling V7 F 72T %
FER L T 108 HOFSERMIE 2K, T b 2 BREFR A v oo THE, MlT 51 T3 %k
FEGRE T NV EARRT 5, HER OB 2 P U 72 R % FlilT 5 B EB5r 0 7 BRI & L,
2 ZIT 3 RICOBGS ZHEHET 5 72 DS ZEM [9] 2% 5, DERZEH L oA, =
DR & ) R L 7284 2§ 5, BUREOAMIERALIE, F—FE_Fic b 2 F BN K
C% B8R & T B, MREEBADEREIC OV TIL, FHERERY LEEER L Ebn s %
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NURBS Hi# 2 FIH L T8 L, BIEL 25 ER2 R b 7 BN % Hr/zicKe, 3 RTHE
BERETNVEBEEETLZETIT).
EBRERLD, E3 Ry FEEEL ) EE(8 kHz $ T) Tk & L THORKE L8R
EERCLAESDPELDEZERIBAA, INLDFENERIZI N E—T DAL LTER
VLB, &b 4 KHz (RIS HET 3 BAOBE E RO 2 BENTENS, 20
BEEEB TR OBEMEH L OBBIZIZ LA LBN LW LA RENDS, Bl ~3 kL2 A
BEHOEE TIIOBEMREE Lo o ErBNIDIE3BE1IBLUE2 R L2 FETT, &
3HEN=Y FTRENLOHBEBRI LT L THLI I RENE, OBERER L OFENLIER
RPYEOLEES L) AW LA RENG, 2 5Iz, OEHEBL, 3KES L Uk
FHERDNTEA EMOTALE THBTHZ R CRTBHL THE RN F 2BBS L2 LA
RIS,

2. REBEEBR

OEMERL #2572 BARERS/a/BEB0 IRTEEERET L, b5 IcOBERER
Lo % e 722 TNV aER L, FEM TN s DET NWVHNOZTESR 2K 5,

2.1 EBFER
AL 2 EEHERE, KRR TEERT > ¥y VoDERHKBICBIT 2B HEXNTH
60

Vig=Fk¢

ZZTEIEHTH D, LN FHERNEL FEM ICEAL THEAT %,

2.2 3RAEFEEMRETINOMHEE

FHED 3 KGR T—% & LT, BABRHE1EEL HAFERE/a/% 55 L7280 MRIIC &
D #HfE S L RRETE ER D S HH I N 12 oFEERFR [7,8] 2EH L2, ZhsDFE
BERE D 5 108 H OO EMMIE 24822 £ ) NURBS modeling V7 b 77 = 7 T4 % Rhinoc-
eros (AppliCraft #t) ZH L TRz, BEERMEICENT X v P2 2ERTE 2 FAHENTH
Ay 2P xR —7% Gridgen (Pointwise #8) #FfIH L ¢, =7, TN bnEEENIEOR
BB A v 2 2 MEHT (4 ARER) TR L 2, S 6 DFRER A » & 2 & Hyper-
Mesh (Altair Engineering #51) I2H( ) A%, EaERL & OEE 247\, AW % /i3
B EICEN IRTFEETNEBEL, FHLARERII6OEK I RERTHS, OF
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EOKS %, FOREETE % Kb 5 BB L 72 B & 1 2 Bk & L7z, BREIE ()
ONLEXRET HDIIWEETH 525, 22 TIIFENH L BbN LS 28I L ) BREhmE & L 72,
FOEEEIT & THIEETH 5 L E L 72, BURICIE 3 RICOBH 28T 2 720 DFE 4 cm D
B zer (9] &% 72,

TERE N2 AREHRE X v ¥ 2 2R EMONNy 7VEEZEHTRLIZRT, e r) o,
Ve BTIWEMRRZ L2 5, ZOF ) 2F - BT NUH 6 UTICRT AERZH L 0ok %
R L 22T VEERL 72,

1. OEIEML, BEREB L UREES 2 AL 72 7L (model without the lips, the
pyriform fossa and the valleculla, WoLPV & #%30)

2. OBEHEBLDAZEK L 72ET L (model without the lips, WoL & B&3z)

3. HREBLIUREBES ML 72 E7 /L (model without the pyriform fossa and the

valleculla, WoPV & B&EE)

4. BRENA K EBE L 72ET /)L (model without the pyriform fossa, WoP * B&E0)

5. WRIEESNDA % B L 727/ (model without the valleculla, WoV & B&ED)
WoLPV OFRER A v v 2 2 M 2128 T, DBEIHEHLOEKICOWTIE, M21I2RT &9
(2, B &) BN ZBRIIC B 28 A BIE T B Z & TIT- 7. BLREB ORI DWW TS,

Baffle of radiatiO\ Baffle of radiatiO\

Valleculla

Radiation apertu
(Radiation end)

Lips

Pyriform fossa

Driving surface Driving surface

1 AYVPFNL- FTTFLOHFREREL YV F2 A)VoFn-2Tbs 0ERERL &
Sl T ARG 72 E T INVOEREHZ A v v a
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3R & )i, E—FE ki d b FEEFIE IS 4 55 % BAMIC T 5 2 L TiT -
2o WREEBBDBRICOWTIE, M4IRT &)1, TTORKKIE T — 2 2 64058 & B b
%8Rsy % NURBS BhAR 2 FIH L T L 72872 e RIRWGE 7 — 2 2E L, 20T — 565
B 2 F 72 IR 5 2 & THB 2T 12
FLICKETNDOEREE A v ¥ 2 DEEEL b NICBERERT,

omission of the pyriform fossa

F3 ZREEHEO—H

/sagittal profile\
omission of
the valleculla

original figure modified figure

4 WREAEREAHHED—F)
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K1 FRER A v 2 il s BEE

Original Omission models

model | WoLPV | WoL | WoPV | WoP | WoV
node 64609 | 61972 | 64936 | 61645 | 63069 | 631853
element 57386 | 55565 | 57872 | 55079 | 56056 | 56409

3. FEGEREDER

FEM 2k D 8 kHz F TCORZBETNVHNOTEB LUK FEES 10 Hz iz, E— 7 REHD
RS0 A 1 Hz BICEHEL, % ORR % I0Ic AEIREIHE Ho(w) %k, +1 2L
EFNDEEGEEE S EAE L LT, MOBWEHES 172 T FLORBIZERE & 0 ik & 47
3,

H(o)DiEizix, kXx A7,

l;lr 2 Ur :(CU)
Hv(a)) ZOIOgm#“‘— (1>

d
N ! Ud z((l))

ZZT, wldBREEE, neB X On 3EBEE & BSOS L, v d0)B & 0o w) i3 ERENE
E SR O FOR T EEDEEH MRS ThHh b, £72, AcB L FAATEBRENHE & HH 5o by
HETH 5,

3.1 BHEZEEANOBHREHLOEEIZOWT

RUEERZR M L AU Z2HIICHAE T 5 728, BUR 22 M DIE DA LIRS 22N o LR
CHEERITTWREGH b, Z22TC, FVUFN s ETNEMOEEZHEI NIz ET VD
ERERED B EAT ) A, BRHZEROKRS SHED LI L TRLNSRRICERIEL S
DPE ) P ERET b,

N CFN BT INORHLREOEEL 5 cm ICEFE L CHEL, 2% ER04 cm DIBES
DFEBIRERE & B L 2R Z X 5 12R T, EMIEE L om, BMRLIEES cm DFA D
BILERFETH S, B, 4 cmDBEEEEETL L, PET2%, KETCOERREBL 2
BRITISH 5% L b, M52 RABNICBWTIL, £RAEEEBICHZ > THFRIZEAY
—HLTw5b, B1~3ker P FERIPFEL cm DA, 627, 1175, 2641 Hz TH B D
XL, 5 cm DA, 628, 1178, 2643 Hz TH %, MBEBNEIELIZ—HKL T v
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60 T T T T | I I
40 + -

20 +

5 BAHzZEEOEZFEHS 4 cm &5 cm

Amplitude [dB]
o

-20 +
DB D FE BRI R ) Hok
-40 - radius: 4cm
------- radius: 5cm
-60 1 ] 1 | L L :

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

TOBEMER L OBl L TV ERSELLWVY, Wind 2, SHzZEEDETHLNT, =
NHBLERL CTLHEL VDT vt BbiLs,

3.2 FUPFIL - ETNEMOEBERS NWI-ETIIVOBEBGERED LR

612, FE&D» 6 TEA~NEIZ, WoLPV, WolL, WoPV, WoP 8 X f WoL o FE#E{mERE
%, FNVCFN - FTADLDEHKL 2MERT, WTFNHERI ) PFN - €T N, B
WO EEUEET NOFBILERFETH S, T, B3 R<r FEEEL ) &8I DWW THE,
BEFLTAh B, Y 2 BT NOREEMEERED 3948 Hz 12 & 5 1L 5 iR THIBRIED IR
FEDH, WoLPV & WoPV m#4 272 Hz, WoP D34 177 Hz, WoV D354 53 Hz, Eidifil
CREIL TV BDIcx LT, WoLl Tlde{BEL Twi\w, 1) JF I BT IIVDOEEIRER
D 4810 Hz iI2 A5 N5 FHIZOWTIE, MO EDEETNVIZB W T HITIFHE—BERICHF
HELTWD, #-T, ZOFSIIARETEE L LEMEUNOBSICE > T bd3 NN T
HorrBbind, &)U ETNOFEBELERED 4949 Hz 12 7B 5 1 586 THIBTR DR
WE— 712DV TIiE, BEBERZAKL 22T NVTH S WoLPV, WoPV 7% 5 iz WoV Tiz
RonZzwolzx LT, o7 N TRIZIZE—BAEEICHFEL TS, - T, ZHE—7
BEHEBEAL > TH 23N DTHLEBbNE, 1) DT - ETNOFBLERED
5267 Hz & 5276 Hz I2 & 6 1L 5D THIBIRORWFH & E— 7 D3z, WoL USanfho €
TNTRRELNEY, BBV WoP TEOREEICBN ThT2IcELrRBDLNBEET
Hb, o TZNDE—7 EFERDOMIIMEIAZR, H5VIIHRHESBER LFEKBICL-THRLS
N2LDTHEERbNLE, * ) 2FI - T NVDOREMLERED 5345 Hz I2 R b N 5 F S
DWTIE, REERZEB L 2T NV TH 5 WoLPV, WoPV %« 5 iz WoV TizR 61T,
E—=7 LT BDINL T, MOET NV TIRIZIFE—AERICHFEL Twb, /-7, Z
DE—7REHEBER L > TILLEINLDTHLERbNDE, ZoOFHRIE, HEEEHET S
LRSIV ERFEL LVEZTOE— 72 LS LWRENH LI L E2FRBRLTN5. 4B,
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5345 Hz 76 1/4 R #KH 2 &4 16.5mm &% ), TNHMEEBEED—HFORIICHLT
LEBbNs, FLRED 5 WIIREHAER 2 40 L 22T VOB ELERFED 6 kHz Biikicid
FN)OFN s BT NMCIFENFEEDP RN S, ZORRIE, FEEEET 5 LI L) ARE
FELEWETORSAZLELSIELIAREIHLZ LERRL TS, AU IF - ETNLD
FBARERAE D 7330 Hz IC RO NS HRD L WFERIZOWTL, BREL2EKLET LT
» 5 WoLPV, WoPV 7% &5 8z WoP TR 6N, ZOFEEMIlcBWTE—704% LT
WBRDIZKHL T, MDETNTIHIFTE—FAEKICHFEL Tnb, 157, ZOFAIIERKE
FoTL b dqNbDTHEERbNE, B, T330Hz2 6 1/4 3K %KD S &4 12.0
mm &%), INHFREN—EGORSICHLET L EBbNE, —7, EbdidhHon
W LT, BUREIC L 2L 4 kHZEBICH 2 EHEIN TR [1,2,4]. ARTRL
EEETNLORKREICL 2EAHT30HZICH BNDIE, ¥hHdVETHLNET LN DL
N LELREIEN2HTH S B bbb,

WoL D EARZER LS 3 Rv~> MEREULNEHT, A )P T - T MDD EKR
ERENSLNTEAE—HL T3, /2, ZOREEFBICBIT 5 OEEZH L DEARDOR
BRI LAY RON W2 ELBRL To, WoLPV O FEEGEREIZIZEA L WoPV DY
DEFMLE>TVb, ZOREREBTIE, AETEALZETVICBW TR, HEEREEL
T L CHRIED e <, D2 AT 52 LICIBEIH 5 EBb s,

Kiz, B1~3hn=r MeDOWTHE, BRELTAL, K21IFE1~ 3 Kker F FEE

[Hz] BXU, ) VF - EFNDORLe FEEKZEEL L2 20, BERLIZET
NDRN2y P AEBEDOEELZRLIZLDTH S, K> P EEEDEIERDFREICIZLL
ToRXE W,

f — forie
Fow 100 @

2T, forgld A ) PFNRTNAD, FIEFOMDETIVORNCY PEBEBTH DL, B K
= MzBW TR LBILELI kX WDl WoLPV T, kT WoPV, WoV &% -TEY,

%2 ha~er FEEK [Hz) 8L osbad (Z6RIZFERNICER)

Original Omission models
model | WoLPV | WoL | WoPV | WoP [ WoV
Lt 627 666 638 654 634 656
(6.2) (1.8) (4.3) 1.1 (3.0)
ond . 1221 1217 1181 1180 1175
(3.9 (3.6) (0.5) (0.4) 0.0)
2645 2662 2624 2649 2618
3rd B 0] 08| 06| 03] (-0.9
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AR TRLZET VBV, BlhRrery MIT 28I O0EHEHL &) La9En )
DREVEWSIRERE L2, B2 HRL=r MZBWTRLEEI KEWDiF WoLPV T,
RKNATWoOL &5 T, ZOMITWITNDG 1 BRI\ TH LD T, B2 kR KT 5%
Er 52 bFEELIMMEOBREEL L I RREL 572, B3Ry MBWTRLENL
BEHIREVDIT WoV D—0.9%ThH B4, Wiy 1%RETH 2, '

WOoLPV M 1 k= F #BRIFIE, WIS ZBIbEIZ SBLNICNE > Tnb, LIAHT,
SER[10]1c E AU, B OWRTE L £2 ke FEEEKOBEIC & 2 TETHER Gust
noticeable diffrence, jnd) 131ZIT 155 5 BRBETH LT EHRENT WS, KT 5 %kRiENH
BERTRERIEL LN LT WET B E, WoLPV A TIRERLIE L LN L VEWI I &I
%h,

EZAHT, K2DWoLDT =6 8Wbbkd )iz, OERREE L DIERSG DEEITK
TOLE2HRNeY M D3 6BEL L >Tnb, A ) PN ETNOFERIZIZIZT15.4cm TH Y

[11], OEHzEH L OBE D H BEFHADORERHNE N 12.3mm THEHDT, £+
SPFN-ETNOEERCERELTLE, DBRBEBLOERSIINT.I% LS, bBDHA,
NEEZEH L £ TAH 12.3mm TH 5 b TREWD T, EEOEEFFEIFZ 7.3% LD /A&
EROLNEY, FRMTRENZOBMEH L OBBIIFRKRTH Z0ORFIc WL &tk
b, COOBOYHENLREBLUEMEL ) L FENLRENIEIRZ 5 L) RAROFERI,
FHIER TR LN TWS [12,13], DEHEELDERSRCBOEREROAL LT, B
NEE LIS L T2 L EZ LN, FOREBED/NEW/i/, H DI OEREHLHFEL W/u/
ZETYIab—3 ¥ EiTw, ZOBBCOW AN LELD D,

R2DEETNOEAENERERTAL L, WTNORL=r MZBWTY, WoPV 0%
{bZRIZ WoP & WoV # RLALELEICIZIZHE L > T, &5i2 WoLPV nZ&{bEiZ
WoL & WoPV 2R LA&bEMEICIZITFEL Lo TW5, TNDZ LIFEI w2 FEEE
REF T, HEAMMEIZEACTEYT 52 &0 QNI L THERHECEE 52 Tw
5ZrERLTWwEEREDbLNS,

4. ¥ & &

OB L 2207 HARERE/a/Ioi ¥ 5 3 RKITTHEERR € 7V & B8 2Rk THiRAL
FTH5ZELLIERL, SHICZDETINLLOBHNEEL, »5WIdalEs L TORRKE
OMRIAES i L 72 €TV E/ER L, FEMIC L ) &€ T NVOREEEREL KO CHE %
T) 2 & T, DEBRORHY LGN EERFEICS 2 2 BB AR EBREL 2

B3Ry FEERBEL ) SE8(8 kHz £ T) TIRUTIRTRRIE L L2,
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1. BORE L MEEEBER OB 4 kHz hEDFELZOKE L BbN2BRFRL L7z,

2.@mHzmiﬁ#ﬁWW%&@ﬁ%@%é%Lt%A bBWT RNz ER5, 2
o DAL LIS b FEDMMOTAL G L L ToREZRZLTwbLnE b b,

. RESCHREBROBMICLY), AV ETNRERLNEVE—7DAEL LT
FRLANL,

4, RHEHEAC L 2D L BN EHBD THBIRBDORWE— 7554949 Hz 12 R b iz,

5. MEEEZER, HIHWIIEESEA LFERBICL-TILEINLLDTH L LEbNLED
THIBIBOMAFER L E— 7 D3N 2N 5267 Hz & 5276 Hz Ic 7 5 iz,

6., REZERFICLIINDEHMbNLIFELHN L35 Hz ICR L7z,

7. BERBIZL B0 BN HFEHEH 7330 Hz IZ R 57z,

8. HEMENL OB ZOFEHFEB TRIILALRONGY» - 72,
F1~3kn=> P AEEOBE TIZLUTICRTRERI/ LN,

1, OEHREHLRHEDHEIBNIDIIE1IBLIUE2 RV FETT, 3R
> I"C‘&i%ﬂ%ﬂ%ﬁ%&ibﬂ'b)f“%éfco TEWAMER2S5XULEETRE, ZNHD%
EBrBENLZDEFELIRLeY PDATH -T2,

2. OBEHEN L NEFENTERMRIIPWENLERS L) VD Ld 72,

3. OERREBL, HREB LUOREZERINI LA SO L FHT 52 & 7% <I13ITHRL
Lfﬁ$w7yF%%%@%é:t%ﬁ%?éﬁ%ﬁﬁ%hto
41403, MO BARFERFIZOWTERNERZIT) FTETH 5,

B

AFERDO—EIL, HEBFRKRFENAT 7 - VY —F - 2> F— - 7Tuoz 7 "SHEERL
BHFFR” B * CREST/JST "RENHICED R T T 7> = THBOBE" » L NI
N7z DTH S,

2 % X B
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