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A Study of the Acoustic Characteristics of the Vocal Tracts
by 3-D Finite Element Method:
Influences of the Simplification of the Bend

and Cross-sectional Shape of the Vocal Tract
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Abstract

Using the 3-D finite element method (FEM), the purpose of this study is to investigate
the acoustic characteristics of vocal tract models, which are specific to the five Japanese
vowels’ vocal tract shapes, minimally distorted, and their approximation models, which
simplify the vocal tract shapes with regard to the cross-section and the bend. Comparing
these results, we examined the effects of simplifying the vocal tract shape and when the
vocal tract wall is assumed to be rigid. The results indicate that with the frequency range
up to around the third formant these simplified models are considered to be effective
approximations of reference models. Moreover, although the sharp peaks and zeros by
the higher order mode appear from around 3 kHz in the vocal tract transfer functions when
vocal tract walls are rigid, it is shown that the use of soft walls suppresses the appearance

of these peaks and zeros.

Key words : 3-D finite element method, Japanese vowels, vocal tract transfer function,

vocal tract model

1. L oI

VAR, 3 RITEOAMESRLE (3-D FEM) % flH L 72 B0 T EEEOMNBIDS, SHENOHRE
o THEINTWS[1-7], 2L ic % DFRERIITObN L ERICIE, 3-DFEM #*
ERESBICBWCIEEICEN Y — e LTRD b NI Z &R, FEMIC & 2B EFT D126
DENTHL DY 7+ 7= THEHESNTWEZ LITMZ, &) b, FEEOMRI TRER
chLEL, Zfilc B TE 2k e ko 2 EXERE LTETFSNE, L2, 3-DFEM i
F2yial—y s it S OMERREZLEL L, #6072 HRY L ERBISEVWRRET
ERF— I RERT A TICRE> T\, 72, 3-DFEMIic& 5y 3 2L —3 3 ¥ D
DEED—>TH b BROERER # v 2 bicd, BRIBEHETHIUTH 51T %S
DB ELEET E2DO0BRKTH 5,

HEREI R T T AR ORI & EM T 572D D—DDFEE LT, FEBROMKILIZ L 5
T %IT L 2 05 CE B ML FERR 2R T WHE LR CTEE RIS LITLY,
BIREE 2 v ¥ 2 DR % ST 5 2 L 05 TE, ZIUTHECERER A v v 2B EBI L,
ShE i B ERSRONIE & R 0SS TTTRIC L B L Bb NS, L L L s, FiE
Bk OREMALDFT OIS = 21 & > C, ARFEAET 5 EFEOFEREEI R D N TSI KRS
DT, AL HE Y AR LEYD B
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AREE T, BAILBIEHE: (MR I & > THLNLFERRT — 2 2 B/l L 25 &
%A 3IRTEBEETNE, ZOETIVICHB(LZHEL 25 EE T VOEEREL 3-D FEM %
HWTEHEYT 5, mEE 7T M ERICIE, MR & 08572 RABM 1 5EEO HARE S BIERS
DR T — 2 25, BEEOMA) OE (ERIL), B XU EEKROZALEZ 5 iE
Btk fingit s U GRIRT 5, 9, KX L 22T UKL T, @RS N2 T IVOMER
B 728, 705 Nz 3-D FEM % v TR A BRI L 2 iCfE M & fHER D & 0t
FERA L 722 DWW THET 5, KIZ, ZHHDET D LETHE S N5 FEIRERE 2 Y
52T, FBEROBACOBE LR T2, FRFHEECE, - 225258
COWTHBEE4T o

ZOREE, HiHT) DERIZBIL T3, FEMETE O £ 5 T U4, 8 kHz
REF CIIiA ) 288 L COUEEREIIT LA E—ET %25, MAEROMIILEZITH LW
EFNDEPL, &THORFETNICB VT, 5 kHz L &, i) 24883552 &1
TRED D B 2 EHATRE N, FEERTEOZ PRI & 5 ERgbicBIL T, ZEREDATR
LTHhBEEZHDE, /WUDETNLREENTL, B3Ry FEEEREEZ TL L -7, il
BALZ T WET LORA, ZOFREBLEFECH W E—7 e FaNNS5 kHz LITicd
BNsg, FEEA L E—F AREREMFE L TERTSLE, 0L ) B E—7 EFANFEE
HIZ 5N B Z EWRINTZ,

2. FEFERETIVEBRERA Y2

2.1 BRERAY Y 1EBFIR
FED 3KRTHRT—2 & LT, BABY ] FEEH HAGS BE &35 L ciiciiEIne
MRI & )4l & 5B L 72 b o [8,9] %7z, %35, MRI TOWGIHIHFHT— 2 Dickk
FfThbTwiev, MRI 25 DBRT— S HIZLTO L JicfThi T3 [8,9].
1. 5 mm M@ CHR% S N7 EERAIKITE, 10 mm MR CH% S L7z BIBER b & OB ET
PHMEICLY, FEOBRHEZ L —ALINET 4 VA4 TFIC L - TRERICE) AL
72 WHIEREREAICEIL T3, REIEL T, IEY, EETEEERDS & O AREEIX 2 SR
T5ZETHMLZ. BF/i/IcowTl, REREODENOAEL 7Y 2 2fHL, B
WOKE SROMERL ENEEZAAL 72,
2. T4 P74 XRENLHEEORKNET — 2 IC 2N FNRITE RO DEHZ 52 3 KILZE
HTHORIR #1372,
3. FEOHUGHR (midline) Z IEF IRMTE O 1 BifgA 57 b L7z FiERFER 2 0i2, =P T
e BERoMEZ T, IckESL I L TREICE )R 72,
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4. ZoOHLREIZK 5 mm HBOSZIRY, BuO s BEZLFE S, KRETEE DR E2
Kb, TNbz2 4 JAT 74 HMHERL TTE KA FEBBERRK & L 72,

5. NEWOMNEZ, FEMKIEORINI AR E 2 5855 TE L7z,

6. FAMTHNOAE 2 KM EGRS L R SEIC LT, Hgick VgL 7z,

FEOPLEERD 5 HEE LT, ERRRKE S L - FERFRITL T, #AEET
v bz Grid line #Hi %, FEIRERAR & Grid line & DR &5 5 bR %K 5 FHE: [10-13],
FOBEIRFRR D A 6 HURE KD 5 58k [14,15] e EHTREN TS, 2 Z TR & h
D E HEIH T 295 2 L i34Th T2, BRCHE I N2 &30 LR8I L ) kK & iz dus
WMDT—F % ZNDEEH N, 4B, REHEASHREL ZOGECELIEHEINTVES,
INLOFENERRKE b LIC, FEREECUTIRT 4BHEOFBRERER T 2 Bk
L7ze BRETNOERETE & LCOHIKLREREH W,
1. MRI7T—2%T& 3R 2D F FRKILL 72 €7V (Original model, OM & H&ZC)
2. OM 2 i) %488 | 72 € 7)1 (Original model with straight configuration, OMS
& BEED)

3. OM &R WiiE % 729 TRl L 72 € 7L (Elliptical model, EM & B&3E)

4. EM 2 LAY % 48& L 72 € 7 L (Elliptical model with straight configuration, EMS
& BEEC)

FEZROERALIL, FEOERIL TS 5 - ) HERE (OMS & EMS) & B KiE o) 72 ik
PLEM & EMS) D 2 HTH 5, K1 IFEREO—BIZRL 20 TH B, FEHOPLHEEZE
WAL 22 & T, FEOBERILEIT - 72, SFERWE 2 ER L 72 duiictd L TERIC,
F/, PR ECBIT2E&XEEEZE—ICL CHEREL 2, X2 358872 e tlo—
BleRL72bDTH B, ZHELLZAT S BEic, OM (OMS) i Wi & S5l 7c Wi EifE, 3 & F OM
(OMS) DAKF-d> 5\ FTEEF M TR E X 2MEINR S 2 CHEHORENES & L THW
720 THDE I LU TERS (L2 &72MEME 2, % 0 dut s OM (OMS) o £ & X 112w
SNHEHUIEORFIC—HT 5 &£ ) ICEE L ¢, EM(EMS) #1/E& L 72, & B, 2O HETEM
RAVERCY BRI MR L0 ET 0 RetESH 2%, AR CHEAHLZETMVCB VT, &
BT X3 hh o7,

OM BX U OMS DABREFR A v 22Tk 512 U THERL 72,

1, BEZHICENT Ay P2 2R TE B RAABNTH £ v 22 2% L —2 Gridgen

(Pointwise #:8¢) #FIHL C, 7, FEBEMEOARESR v > = 2 HEKT (4 AT
BEHR) TR L 72,
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Original
configuration

Straight
BN configuration
midline - :
Straighten AT
/N T e
) N\ S
N - o —_ — e \

M1 ERfto—pFl

Cross section of
the original model

_/ <= Elliptical cross section

X2 Ak o 2 Ao —4)
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2. I bNDT—2F % HyperMesh (Altair Engineering #:81) IcH ) A%, HislE#He & D
EEEZT, SMEEZHHTE 2212k ), OM BL U OMS %5ERS ¥/,
EMBJLUEMS DFREFR X v > 22T & )iz LTERL 72,

1. EERTF Ay 2 bl zb 0k, BHZR~R7: & 512 OM B & UF OMS O &KiE D
FLEE—HTHLHICKREL T, INs2@MTAZLICLY), HEROFEEROFR
BHR Ay 2 BERL 2,

2. PHoRME @ik s b L ICSHME 2 CHMEICER T2 & TEM 8 L EMS
®ITEBE R,

3120M & OMS DERFOFBREFZ A v 22T, FEEEICK 412, EM & EMS %2R
T, M3D/a/DEREFR A v L alRmENE L HIT, AREFE A v ¥ 2 OMIROBE S, Zh
A HIRIC AL § 5 BB (driving surface) & FUEHRICAH2 5 Uit i (radiation end) T
Hb, THUIMDBRER X v > 22O TLRIETD 5,
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3 OM & OMS D& RFENEBRES £ v+ 2 (K515 0M, H¥5OMS T,
A SIEICEE/a/, i/, v/, Je/B X/ o/icxinT 5,)
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/o/

4 EM & EMS D& BENEREE £ v > 2 (E5»EM, %15 EMS T,
E2 BRI BEE /a/, /i, /u/, e/ B &/ o/Ic MBS B.)
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2.2 ARERAY P LBERH, B2, EXY, CREES I UFHEREOLLR

BLUCEETIVOEBRER A v o 2 O, Bafk, BRE AHERICLRELITESE,
B L1 B ) i EEH (Intel PentiumIV 3.06 GHz Processor k) %719, 7272
L, HEEEREHIC DWW, FERMARRS & 2 oM e BRI G2 oz e 8z, &%
TIUARKE COFHR LR ZR L 72D TH 5, HEICHA L 72 OS i3 Microsoft Window-
sXPThsb, 2 0SSz Cygwin[16] %4 > A b= L Cygwin E TV NWRDY —ZA 7 74 )V
DAY A NB L URHHE 1T 72, OM OFRESE £ v & 2 BRI L T, OMS DR
MAKRIBICHEL 2> T 555, Zid OM DfEEBfE %2 Jtic L THBEIRICHEEL Tha72HT
H b, OM #8iF 1UE, OMS % HEET 2KIE OM L322 L TH 5, EM & EMS DR
fil%* OM &l L TKRIRIC VI3, EMS D354, HMICHEROARESR £ v & 2 2 HEIK)
AR L, BWidE 2 CHoRERE L OCRBRICALOYE TERET 5 L W) fEEL BERICIT-
T35 5 TH 5, EM OHEERMEA EMS & ) 1 REERER VO, EHE L L 2HICHT 5%
FIERMIE OE X OAEOFTEIVEL 12D TH 5, OM(OMS) Dt &R LEL LA R
%t LT EM(EMS) Dt AERIZFE T 4%RE L > Tnwb, 213 EM(EMS) D #is#s
FUEREBH OM(OMS) & ) L 4% 5T B 726 TH 5, OM(OMS) DI, BRI HEHE
uzed, TOBRKERBATHHDICE ) LTE Ay a2l TH5UBEYH B, —F, EM
(EMS) 54, ko stz 726, EimfoiEgkic 2 2 EET UL, OM(OMS) D & 9 % #lih
WAy Y a SLBE WO T, HiRs L UBEEHD DL THEA, AFREROEREFRL DL
%t %, EM(EMS) Dt&ERRHIE, OM(OMS)Izht L CH¥)TS55%IRETH 5,

H Y oEEIcBIL Tid, EMS OBFBER £ v & 2 fEERH 2 EM 0512 % 5 sl

R1 AREGEA v 2 OREERRE, HiSE, ZRE fHRERICY
ELRRBEEL LU 1 ARES ) O ERRH

OM| OMS | EM| EMS
EsErsR [hour] 120 1 2 1
Max. 29537 17165
B Min. 18566 16075
Max. 19560 15136
=2
RRB Min. 15900 14216
Max. 312 191
s s [MB] Min. 257 178
Avr. 287 184
Max. 77 40
HeRR [sec] Min. 61 37
Avr. 69 38
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DAYy FEEn, UL, EMEMS) #6HT 52 LicBIL Tid, FRER X v > 2 HEER
M, SCEAER, BLUFAERBMOVWTIZETWE OM(OMS) X WEMTH B, 7272L, Zh
L DBAMEIZERRALE N2 ET VO FEBRMEL BB L L ET VDL DEBL T, KECR
oL WHETOAENTHEEEZ N5 URTREETNVOEERE+ KT L2 LT,
FERO AL OB D TRET 21T ),

3. BREZBOETFNEEBHRETN AT M T2EE

T AT LG, ERGREE (BRENH % E5GERED) 12 81T 2 WE 52X %2 3-DFEM c# M L
b DERMEAT 5. 3RKTTOBH #1EHET 27201, BHERER A v > 2 DBERICEE 4 cm
DRFRAR DI G 22 %2 1T 72 [17], FEMic & ) 8 kHz £ TOZKET LVHNDOERES & R T
BEEFEL, £ ORMREILICERESGA, ROFBREREH.(0) % K72, OM OFEERERE
RRA L LT, ML E S 1172 T T VDS EGER M L OB 21T .

H(w)Dst&EIZIZ, kNE W,

12’ Zr}l Ur,j( Cl))
Hy(w)=20logu— 4" m——— (1)
—dzgl Vd, i( (1))

Nda
2T, wl3AREEK nB L UFn 3EBEE & BSOS, ved0)B & o) BEE)E
&SRO WIE F ORI FRENTEE F KD Th b, 77, Auds & CAATEEENTE & KUR RO W
HETH 5,

4, SFEHR

FPRANIC, FEEAMEELEL CFEMICE 3y I av— 3 v 2fTo72, M5I2R(1)
FHW RO EBE T L OFBEREREL R T, ER B, SB, 1E8RE, Thth
OM, OMS, EM, EMS OF#EZERMZRT, %8, EM & EMS OZERMEIZIZ LA & —
BL T3, X6iF, OM 2 RHEL L 2BENEETLNEL, H2, HI <> b EEEK
DBBELZUTOREHNCTEGETRLLZLDTH S,

f—forig :
Sorig * 100 <2)

22T, fi3 OMS,EM % %212 EMS 0, forigit OM Dk )L=> F B TH B, Ko
DEH OM Dk v ¥ ERL T % w4 F 22 OMS, EM £ L U'EMS #7119
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A= P AOM DL LY LIEBEIICH B Z & 2 BKRT 5,

4.1 ghH) DEBOE

K5BLUX6 LY, fin) DBEEOEEIZ DWW, FPHEMET VDA (EM & EMS) &
Wi TR DR L 2T b\ Ad ) O FILETIV(OM & OMS) DA bIT TEET 5,
4.1.1 EREMETIOSE

M5BLUKG6 L), BREELLICEMS &L=y FOBEEFEMOLNLD L4k
I & 555, ZDEIZED» T, EM & EMS OFBEEEREIRIZIZT—HL T b Z Ebh
5, ETEACHEMEERAET 572 & AMITEEBITHOETILTIE, BFEBRIAT K
DA ) 2EMEL T, FEOGRER I LA B L W EEZ SN L. BEICL ST EM
& EMS O FEELERFEIZIZIZ KL T 50T, FHEMC L 527 UVED%4E, 8 kHz &
BEE TlaHis) o8BI EHRTE 252 5,
4.1.2 HEROBEB{EETHOLEVEGS

6 L0, /W/DE2 RNy 2BETIE, OM & OMS DEIZ 5 BLAICRE > Twb, &2
AT, XBk (18] ik, ZORTEL, F2hver F BEENOBEIC L 5 TEWTM
R (just noticeable diffrence, jnd) 1FI1FIT 15 5 BEBETH LI EIRINTWD, K-
TJM%%HW,”&(t%%2ﬁwv/bﬁﬁﬁifi%#@@%@ﬁ#%u9ﬁwt ¥o)
5, =%, 54&Y, 5 kHz L L@ TlE, EREFLLICHECR—HEIFRLNLWT
Ehibdr b, 2, PRENETLOEE, EMS D&)<y FAAEM DL & ) & 43 KBS
2B - 7275, MEROME L2 ITb L WEE, BEIT 2 HA»—EL Tk, ZhbHid
IR W R CHESE E L5 T Vg6, BMERKRS L OCWEM O H0R EiC BT 5 X
EPHEL T, SMEONEDOE,» LB NT, FRIMBBEBRIELYISTVEW) ZEE2R
L Tw5
- OM & OMS TETIMERIC 2 BEERDIZEAEEbLTWI &, &5 OM Tid 3k
TCDWEMRT — F 0552 b 2B AT IR ELEE LW & 2E2 5L, OMS 23 H
THHEHEZIZEAEENERbNS,

4.2 FEHEEEOIZMAELOR

M5BLUK6 LY, OM & EM R %2 k3 2 Z & ¢, FHEENTHE 72RO
DWTHKEFT 2, K6 LY, BFICLESTEMaRL=r FREKIZIOM Db LN & a5
CHEELTWDZ 09D b, 213, EMOFENEHEERIOMNLNL N bEC RS
TERBEW®RT L, BlRer F OBEBED S5 BLUNICNE > TWE0I, /a/,/e/,/o/TH
5, /i/DBEEIIME,IC S5 %% LRIZRETH 5% /u/OBEIEIT 10%ICEWEE 2> Tw»
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5,82 RNy F OBEIERR, /I/ZHRITIETNL 5 BUNINE > T b, 83 RLer b
DBENRIL, /W/LUNDORE TR 5 %R E,ICHZ BIEETH 5% /u/i3 10%LLE & 7> T
5, X540, 5 kHzfEL ) EBTIE, BFIC L 5T EM OFEEEFERZOM DL D ki
RECREL->TWBZ e b b, B, OM OFBEGERFEICESE— 77 2HRA 5N 5
7%, EM O FEBmER Iz B3, 7 kHz 25 8 kHz ORI BEES R LN LBETH 5. LU
LokER L, FHEUNRSETH DB EEZ LD, /u/ZHBVTE, F3 R EEERE
EFxTsEZ LN,

4.3 FEEEOEAEH

B 528, OM B & F OMS OFEREREICIE, BFICL ST, it —7 L Tas
PH Hz DR THEEL T b8 0Ron s, RUEBRICEL TWEZDE— 7 DFEEE
iX, OM D4, /a/,/i/,/u/,/e/B L /o/icxt LT, 21Fn, BB L% 3700, 4600, 2800,
3500 3 & 1r 3900 Hz, OMS nié&, 2N Fh, BH L% 3400, 4600, 2400, 3000 3 X Ur 3900
Hz TH 5,./i/%2%TIE, 4 kHZUTIRZOE—=75E L Twb, 206 DREHGTE T, O
EOBEEY 7)) 2 WEOFREASAEHIRESR [19] L HEfC, FENROM SRR A LT
VB REMEDH B, K 712 OM D EREFFENOR LEBMICHFALAT 28 E— 7 L FBADID 5
Lo, ©— 7 ORBEBICNT 2 3REEESARTH 5. RN EMERICRT /a/0HREHR
Ay antylcEEr EEEOZM)SOEAD S RIAAIZL DT, Tms H=HEf (BREm) T,
A B (BN T 5, BAEORIZERER A v o2 DBIBRTH 5, FELV
WHTRENT VB, TULIIHENNZLINTH L, ETORFOFRER A v 2D OEC
BT 2T BT, FOEHEICERT 2 PEKRIIR L NT, BHRZ EICRET 58K
E—FPELTWED b5, /I/ICT 52— 772754 kHz UL RV EVBER TR
MICHELTWBEY, T OERIHOBEFENLDELI N IME > TnE I EHEL Tnwb
EZ b,

—F, TNLEDBHTHIE L 72— 7 LA, FEOEME TIENMHZ 3 kuEkic & - T
LRb&3NRLDTIRH D, EEFOREL ARMA 5L 28R L 38w e—7% &I
HEEIN T [20], ARMA ST & Bl 2 FFICHEE T 20T, Sl — 7 2T
LD GETH B L 2EFEET L L, EFFRVINL ) wfFEEZELTW5E LiZE2
L, EEDFEEIEL EOKRPWELZFEL Twaicdrerbsd, ZNEFTHI I
V—3a YCIRFEEEDSTETH S LV ) BEROL R FHEEZRELIZZ L5, Znd)
TN =27 L FRONEEL IR TVWIERATE W EEZ LN, 22T, HOWNMIC
BRI —FEENOFEZWET LI EICL > TRO LN FEENETE A > —5F
¥ A Zw [21]
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Radiation end

Hard palate
/a/

an

Tongue area

.20e+02
.20e+02
.12e+02
.03e+02
.53e+01
.72e+01
.91le+01
.10e+01

AAAAARAY
NNOURKHRR

Driving surface

(']

1l.24e+02
6.69e+01

/i/ /u/

> 1.55e+02 1.39e+02
< 1.55e+02 1.39e+02
<« 1.45e+02 1l.28e+02
< 1.35e+02 i'ése+g§
< 1.24e+02 5 everos
< 1.14e+02 8. 62e+01
< 1.04e+02 7A57e+01
< 9.40e+01 )
1.44e+02 d&B
= 1.60e+02 7.05e+01 4R
= 8.89e+01
/o/
g
1.35e+02 1.48e+02
1.35e+02 1.48e+02
1.26e+02 1.39e+02
1.17e+02 1.30e+02
1.08e+02 l.21e+02
9.94e+01 1.13e+02
9.04e+01 1.04e+02
8.14e+01 9.51e+01
1.40e+0: Max = 1.52e+02
7.69e+01 Min = 9.07e+01

Y

7 EEEERRIEECRELSA0 OMOFESMX (BREE K EI3/a/,/
i/, /u/,/e/B L /o/lcxt L #Fh, 3654 Hz, 4591 Hz, 2825 Hz, 3516 Hz
BL1Ur3938Hz Th %, %5513 dB TEREN TV S, EFORIZR SN
Ml%RT72ODHERERZ X v 2 D—PITH5,)
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Zw=1900+ jw0.3[g s '-cm™2](f >325Hz) (3)

R EEELKICE 2, BHIRPVWEASICOWT, FEM Y 3 alb—3 3> #1772, M TITRL
1 FESAAR & F—REHEIC BT 5 OM OEFFICNT 2 SATEESHAX* X 8 12RT, X
7TEHET B L, AREE LI OEROBGEOEEAA L, dlEh I SEE R E
DRI L T B DD b b, UL, BEHTERD WA, BEWICT 5 TE AL EE SRS,
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