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Course Syllabus

IDST 2008 Japanese Culture Fall 2024

Classroom Location: AH116

Date & Time: Tuesday/Thursday 3:00 pm - 4:15 pm

Instructor: Kazuhiro Matsuura, Ph. D, Visiting Professor from Hokkai-Gakuen University,
Sapporo, Japan

E-mail: kazuhiro.matsuura@uleth.ca

Office: ASIZA

Phone: 403-329-2384

Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm or by appointment

Course Description:

Oki, and welcome to Japanese Culture. This course will be primarily lecture-based and will be
supplemented by handouts and readings that will be provided. This class will explore the
characteristics of Japanese society, the history of Japan, and how these factors have influenced the
development of Japan's present-day society and culture.

The early part of the semester is devoted to explaining the characteristics of Japanese culture. In
other words, an overview of Japanese food, religion, and history will be presented. The second half
of the semester will be spent reading and understanding the animations using the knowledge
gained from this introduction. The animations are Ghibli's “Spirited Away” and “Princess
Mononoke.” A strong use of Japanese cultural traits characterizes this animation. The Japanese
cultural characteristics learned in the first part of the course will help students to understand this
work, and as a synergistic effect, understanding this work will lead to a further understanding of

Japanese culture.

Assessment and Attendance:

Assessment in this course will be based on three tests (20% each), assignments (30%) and
attendance (10%). The tests will include true/false, multiple-choice, and short answers.

The assignment is given after each class. The content of the assignment is to submit a report
summarizing what you learned and understood about Japan in that lesson, as well as anything you

did not understand or any questions you have. Please respond to each question with more than 100
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words and submit that through Moodle.

There will be no make-up exams without medical documentation of missed class. If you know you
cannot take a test due to any circumstances, contact the teacher beforehand.

Three tests: 60% [20% each]

Assignments: 30%

Attendance: 10%

Webpage/Announcements/Other Information:
Course materials and assigned readings will be posted on Moodle. PowerPoint presentations used

in class will also be uploaded to Moodle after class.

Dates for the Tests Are as Follows:
1. September 26

2. October 17

3. December 5

Textbook and Achieve Resources:
The script for Ghibli's “Spirited Away” will be used. I will distribute the script via Moodle before

the class begins, so please download and read through it beforehand.

The Table below Will Be Used to Convert Percentages to Letter Grades:

A+ 293 | B+2>83 C+ 273 D+ >60
A 290 |B =80 Cc 270 D =50
A- 287 | B- 277 C- 267 F <50

Round to the nearest decimal place.

Notes:
All students are subject to the University of Lethbridge’s policies regarding academic and

nonacademic offenses. See the University of Lethbridge Calendar for details.

Proposed Course Schedule and Topics:

This schedule may be subject to change. Any changes will be announced in advance.
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Weekl
[01] September 5 Introduction

Week2
[02] September 10 Geography
[03] September 12 History

Week3
[04] September 17 Religion
[05] September 19 Annual Events

Week4
[06] September 24 Review and Q&A
[07] September 26 Test 1

Weekb
[08] October 1 Art (1)
[09] October 3 Art (2)

Week6
[10] October 8 Bushi (1)
[11] October 10 Bushi (2)

Week7
[12] October 15 Review and Q&A

[13] October 17 Test 2

Week8

[14] October 22 Japanese Culture through Studio Ghibli (1) “Spirited Away”
[15] October 24 Japanese Culture through Studio Ghibli (2) “Spirited Away”

Week9

[16] October 29 Japanese Culture through Studio Ghibli (3) “Spirited Away”
[17] October 31 Japanese Culture through Studio Ghibli (4) “Spirited Away”
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Weekl10
[18] November 5 Japanese Culture through Studio Ghibli (5) “Princess Mononoke”
[19] November 7 Japanese Culture through Studio Ghibli (6) “Princess Mononoke”

Weekll
November 12 Reading Week
November 14 Reading Week

Weekl12
[20] November 19 Introduction to Hokkaido by students of Hokkai-Gakuen University (1)
[21] November 21 Introduction to Hokkaido by students of Hokkai-Gakuen University (2)

Week13
[22] November 26 Japanese Culture through Studio Ghibli (7) “Princess Mononoke”
[23] November 28 Japanese Culture through Studio Ghibli (8) “Princess Mononoke”

Week14
[24] December 3 Review and Q&A
[25] December 5 Test 3

Seeking Assistance:

I am available to discuss progress in this class at any point or discuss Japanese culture. Do not
hesitate to feel accessible if you are having difficulties in the course or with any other aspect of
your academic progress so we can find the best way to get help and receive the most valuable

learning experience.

Instructor Access:

Your classes are in—person. Please email me to schedule an appointment to discuss the course
materials or your work. When you contact your instructor, please use your U of L email for
communications with your instructor; this is to avoid problems with spam filters deleting your

email to us.

Students with Special Needs:

If you have any special needs requiring accommodation, you should receive an official notice
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concerning your situation. Accommodations will only be given upon receiving the official

notification from that office.

Classroom Etiquette:

As college-level students, you are expected to exhibit good manners in the classroom to show
respect to the professor and other students. This entails at least three essential aspects: 1) You
can turn off your cellphones and other electronic devices, except for making notes. 2) Arriving
and leaving on time: unexcused late arrivals could be disruptive to other students. Be punctual at
the beginning of the class, and don't pack your stuff until the professor has finished lecturing. 3)
No talking in class unless you are allowed to. Casual conversations should be carried out outside

the classroom.
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Thank you very much for inviting me here today.

First, I would like to thank the kind staff at the International Center and the supportive mentor

professors for helping me get off to a good start. My wife Mari and I want to thank you all.
As many know, I am from Hokkai-Gakuen University in Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan.

It has been over 30 years since Hokkai-Gakuen University and the University of Lethbridge began
their partnership. Our relationship started in 1981, so this partnership has been ongoing even

before I was born. This is truly wonderful.

How many students have studied at Lethbridge and Sapporo over the past 30 years? I know of
several students whose lives have been wonderfully changed by the opportunity to study at

Lethbridge. Our partnership has changed the lives of many students.

Oh, and please allow me to add one more person. There is an indispensable and incredibly kind guy
in this 30-plus-year partnership: Mr. Kiyoshi Wakai. He was a man who lived near the guest house
of Hokkai-Gakuen. Until he passed away in 2018, he made tremendous contributions to our
activities as a volunteer. In 2019, many associates from the University of Lethbridge and Hokkai-
Gakuen, who are friends of Mr. Wakai, set up a monument and a maple tree in his honor. Before I

departed for Canada, I visited Mr. Wakai's tree and paid my respects.

It's not just him—thanks to the cooperation of many people, countless faculty members and
students from both universities have connected, deepening their understanding of Canada, Japan,
Lethbridge, and Sapporo. This partnership will continue to inspire many people from both

universities. I hope that this exchange will grow stronger and last forever. Thank you.
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