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Methods and Challenges in the “Socialization of Care”:
A Connective Perspective on Familiarization
and Marketization

Makoto INOUE

The purpose of this paper is to present an analytical perspective for
overcoming and integrating the traditional divisions in the debate over
the “socialization of care” in Japan. Since the 1990s, Japan has witnessed
the Socialization of care, a process of sharing with society the
responsibility for care borne by the family, with new social policies
including expanded care services and bolstered family support. These
policies, however, have not necessarily reduced the burden of care borne
by the family; in other words, they did not lead to De-familiarization.
Rather, it has been pointed out that the socialization of care caused
Marketization, expansion of the care services market through deregula-
tion, and Familiarization, strengthened familism due to bolstered family
care supported by policies such as child/nursing care leave and child
allowances.

This poses a question on how to view the fact that marketization and
familiarization have progressed simultaneously under the mantra of the
“socialization of care.” This paper points out that the development of the
“socialization of care” in Japan is not attributed to a change in the way
welfare is provided, as shown in the welfare regime theory, by the three
parties: the state, the market, and the family. It thus proposes the
necessity of analyzing the institutional conditions that have supported
Japanese familism, focusing on the division of gender roles across the
public and private spheres that has enabled care by family members,
especially by women, and on industrial and employment policies that
have supported weak social security policies, in order to present a
comprehensive perspective on the “socialization of care.”
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