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Pronunciation of [su] and [tsu]
by Burmese Japanese Language Learners
FEIETEIA (28I R RS E  RIAY %)
In recent years, the number of Burmese Japanese language learners
has been increasing, and the number of Burmese living in Japan has also
been increasing. One of the problems that Japanese language learners face
in learning Japanese is pronunciation. Their inability to pronounce
correctly can cause them to feel anxious about speaking with Japanese
people or to have problems with Japanese people. There are various
Japanese pronunciations that are difficult for Japanese language learners,
but according to Deguchi and Masuko (2010), the most difficult Japanese
pronunciation for Burmese Japanese language learners is the distinction
between A [su] and Y [tsu], because [s] appears as a syllable-initial
consonant in Burmese, but [ts] does not. In this study, the research question
is: What is the difference between Burmese Japanese language learners
who can distinguish between and pronounce A [su] and 7 [tsu] and those
who cannot?
In this study, the participants are 49 Burmese Japanese language

learners (M=19, F=30) who can read hiragana. The JLPT levels of the
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participants varied from N5 to N1. Some participants have never been to
Japan before, while others have lived in Japan for more than five years.
There are three instruments in this study: a demographic questionnaire, a
pronunciation test, and a listening test. These tests are designed to
measure if they can distinguish between A [su] and 7 [tsu]. Google Form
was used for the demographic questionnaire and the listening test, and
Messenger voice message was used for the pronunciation test.

In the pronunciation test, the overall accuracy rate is 97% for A [su]
and 27% for 7 [tsu], with a large difference in accuracy rates. Comparing
by JLPT level, the participants with higher JLPT levels have a higher
accuracy rate in the pronunciation of *7 [tsu]. Also, comparing participants
who have stayed in Japan and who have not, the accuracy rate of
pronouncing *” [tsu] is significantly higher for those who had stayed in
Japan, #(47)=2.6, p=.01. In the listening test, the overall accuracy rate is 80%
for A [su] and 86% for 7 [tsu], with a slight difference in accuracy rates.
Comparing by JLPT level, the participants with higher JLPT levels have a
higher accuracy rate of hearing both A [su] and 7 [tsu]. Also, comparing
participants who have stayed in Japan and who have not, the accuracy rate
of hearing A [su] and *” [tsu] is higher for those who have stayed in Japan,
H47)=24, p=02. Regarding the correlation between the pronunciation test
and the listening test, there was a weak correlation for 7 [tsu], »=43,
»=.002.

From these results, the study found that Burmese with a high JLPT
level or who have stayed in Japan tend to be able to distinguish between A
[su] and 7 [tsu] and pronounce them. The JLPT is not a speaking test, but
many Burmese who have the higher levels of the JLPT take it in order to
study or work in Japan. Therefore, it is important for them to improve their
pronunciation skills, which is why this result is important. Also, in the

pronunciation test, there is a large difference between the accuracy rate of
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A [su] and 7 [tsu], with the accuracy rate of *V [tsu] being very low.
However, in the listening test, there is not a large difference between the
accuracy rates of A [su] and 7 [tsu], and both had high accuracy rates.
This indicates that Burmese can distinguish between A [su] and 7 [tsu],

but they are not good at pronouncing 7 [tsu] correctly.






