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A Study on the Swedish Press Council system

Young-hak HAN

The purpose of this study is to examine the distinct characteristics
of the Swedish Press Council system. The Swedish Press Council, the
oldest journalistic ethics tribunal in the world, has promoted free and
responsible press for more than 100 years in the country under the
strong constitutional protection of freedom of press and voluntary
endeavor of the press industry. The Council, like many other countries,
has adopted the independent self-regulation and funding system, funded
by the industry. But the Council has one ombudsman and can impose
financial sanctions on press which violated the standards of practice.

The Swedish Press Council system has the better regulation
principles including independency and effectiveness, so I can evaluate
that it is more genuine system of press regulation than press regulators
in other countries. And the system is two-tier complaint handling system
of the Press Council and the Press Ombudsman, as a mediator between
the public and the press. The two institutions, independent from both the
government and the press, have promoted free and responsible press
through complementary regulating the press. Although the Swedish self-
regulatory system works fairly well now, the problem is how to
transform the existing press-centric accountability system into the
entire media accountability system.

The Swedish Press Council system gives many suggestions to the
Japanese press industry on how to form media responsibility system.
Broadcasting Ethics & Program Improvement Organization, the
broadcasting industry’s independent organization has dealt with
broadcasting complaints and broadcasting ethics issues in the Japanese
broadcasting industry. But there is no cross-industry self-regulation
system in the press industry. Some newspapers have operated in-house
third-party organisations, but they are far from the genuine media
responsibility system because there is little response to the damages
caused by the press. Therefore, to promote free and responsible press,
the press industry needs to establish cross-industry self-regulation
system such as the Swedish Press Council and deal with complaints
against the press and enhance the press ethics.
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