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House of Councilors Election in 2013: Stability and Chaos

Kentaro YAMAMOTO

As a result of the 2013 House of Councilors Election, the governing
parties, the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and the Clean Government
Party (CGP), won the majority in the House of Councilors (HoC). This
was the first time since 2010 that the governing parties constituted the
majority of this body.

The LDP-centered government has established a stable parliamentary
procedure and has itself emerged as a stable organization. In contrast, the
opposition parties have been reduced to chaos. The former governing
party, the Democratic Party of Japan (DP]), suffered successive fatal
defeats in both the 2012 General Election and the 2013 HoC contest, and the
small opposition parties, including the DPJ, have allied. Several opposi-
tion parties have even explored merging with others to form a larger party
that can oppose the LDP.

The first question posed by this paper involves the reasons for these
opposing situations. It argues that the LDP obtained strong support from
voters as a result of disenchantment with the misgovernment of the DP].
This conclusion is supported by comparisons between the latest and the
four previous HoC elections.

The second question posed by this paper is how the Japanese party
system will change in the near future. The system by which members of
the House of Representatives are elected is mixed, including both single-
member districts (295 seats) and 11 blocks that have proportional represen-
tation (180 seats). This system affords an advantage to larger parties,
even in elections involving proportional representation. (It is clear that
larger parties have the advantage over smaller ones in single-member
districts.) Because the electoral system encourages small parties to merge,
a central question facing the Japanese party system in the future involves
how opposition parties can merge with one another.

Indeed, such mergers lead to serious dilemmas. If parties try to form
a coalition, they must reconcile their policy differences. However, after
the new party gains the dominant governing position, such policy differ-
ences become evident. Indeed, recent events involving the governing DP]
exemplify this dilemma, as the DPJ] government experienced frequent
intraparty disputes about policy differences. The DP] finally divided due
to the intraparty argument regarding the tax increase. This confrontation
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is one of the reasons that constituents have lost faith in the DPJ govern-
ment. A new, larger opposition party must be formed, but the afore-
mentioned dilemma renders politicians reluctant to do so.
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