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A study of the significance of an English language traveler’s guidebook to

Hokkaido for foreigners in the Meiji Era : A study of “An Itinerary of Hokkaido”
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Abstract

“An TItinerary of Hokkaido” ,written by British missionary John Batchelor in 1892,
can be described as the first guidebook for travelers to Hokkaido. It is divided into two
parts ; general remarks on Hokkaido and an itinerary. It was written for distribution at
the Chicago Exposition of 1893,not only to introduce geographic features and future
potential of Hokkaido, but also to provide foreign travelers with practical information
about daily living. In addition to descriptions of Ainu culture there was a focus on
activities and recreational sports. It was written in terms of "experience" instead of
“sightseeing” that had been the characteristic of guidebooks previously published about
Japan. The inclusion of “An Itinerary of Hokkaido” was significant because it followed
the pattern used in Murray’s Handbooks to travel in various parts of the world, which
had been familiar to many foreigners for a long time. Batchelor’s guidebook was able to
publicize not only the products of Hokkaido but also to introduce important aspects of
the culture of Hokkaido.
Key Words: An itinerary of Hokkaido foreign travelers to Hokkaido guidebook
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