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Forensic psychiatry is always accompanied by a set of cultural
attitudes. These attitudes represents an anthropology concerning the
nature of man and the nature of culture, which can be recognized only
on close scrutiny of the unexpressed presuppositions of the discipline.
Although we consider ourselves far removed from our primitive ante-
cedents and our primitie contemporaries, those who study cultures have
demonstrated that primitive “science” is not without its empirically
verifiable scientific aspects (Levi-Strauss, 1966), and that modern
thought systems of our professions are not without ritual, magic, belief
in incantations, and a certain amount of liturgy (Romanucci-Ross,

Moerman, & Tancredi, 1983).

by Lola Romanucci-Ross and Laurence R.Tancredi

“Psychiatry, the law, and cultural determinants of behavior”,

from [The Anthropology of Medicine; , Bergin & Garvey, New York,
1991.
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