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This systematic neglect of the problem of reliability may
possibly be inherited by the sociologist of knowledge from the
writings of historians among his intellectual antecedents. For
in the writings of historians the diversity of interpretation is
typically taken not so much as a problem to be solved, but as
fate. If recognized at all, it is recognized with an air of resigna-
tion, tinged with a bit of pride in the artistic and therefore
individualized diversity of observation and interpretation. (p.
501)
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